Survey No. WO-195+~

C e . i No. 2401955304
Maryland Historical Trust e

State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE . yes _ no

1. Name (indicate preferred name)

historic

and/orcommon Millicent Cantwell House

2. Location

street & number 206 South Main Street ___not for publication
city,town Berlin ___vicinity of congressional district 1St
state Maryland county Worcester
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district — public it occupied __ agriculture —_ museum
_ X building( __X private ____ unoccupied ____ commercial ____park
___structure ___ both ____work in progress _ educational _X_ private residence
site Public Acquisition Agcessihle ____ entertainment religious
t object —__in process _~ yes: restricted ____government scientific
— being considered ____ yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
_X not applicable _ po ___ military ___ other:

4. Owner Of Pl’Operty (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

Millicent Cantwell

name . -
strest & number 206 South Main Street telaphong no-:301_541-0255
city, town Berlin state and zip code MD 21811

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Worcester County Courthouse LiBar
street & number Market Street folio
city, town Snow Hill state MD 21863

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date _ federal ___state ___county ____ local

depository for survey records

city, town state




7- Description Survey No. {{)0)— ICIS

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent ____ deteriorated ____ unaltered ____original site

X _good ____ruins X altered __Xmoved date of move unknown .
— fair — unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Cantwell house is situated on the west side of S. Main
St. in the heart of Berlin's historic district. The 23 story
hip-roofed frame dwelling, consisting of two sections built on an
ashlar block foundation, presents the appearance of a "4-square"
house with large, rectangular, back wing. Closer attention to the
structure, however, reveals a Federal house sandwiched between
early 20th century foundation and roof.

The front section, 3 bays across by 4 deep, is a side hall
plan, the entrance being in the first bay on the left. The door
surround is notably Federal with a pediment, truncated at the top,
reeded pillasters and a segmented fanlight. First floor windows
throughout are 9/6 with the second floor windows being 6/6.

The simpler rear section, narrower in width, evidences 20th century
enclosed porches and additions, however it contains many 6/6 windows
identical to those of the front section.

The interior of the house reveals clearly its Federal
birth, and its link with many of Berlin's early houses. A tightly
compacted stair in the corner of the entrance hall to the right of .
the door features a continuous ramped hand rail, with winding treads
and raised paneling under the stairs. Evidence suggests the hall
continued the length of the house, there being an impressive arch
with carved and fluted keeptcrie, fluted pillasters and paneled
soffit and jambs which is concealed from the entrance by an inter-
vening wall, probably part of the early 20th c. alterations. The
location, to the left of the hall, of two large rooms with back to
back interior wall fireplaces is a further link to Berlin's side hall
plan Federal houses, although most have exterior wall chimneys. The
fireplaces each feature mantels with notable Federal details. This
section of the Cantwell house also contains three paneled doors with
raised paneling on both sides as well as raised panels below the windows
of the front parlor.

Alterations to the original floor plan, such as the wall
constructed across the hall, and walls moved in the rear parlor,
feature woodwork trim that is fluted, with corner blocks and seen
in a number of c. 1910 Berlin houses. The original door and window
surround is discernable by heavier fluting and molding and more
deeply defined corner blocks.

Examination of the attic reveals a wide random-width pine
floor from the original house topped by a completely new (c. 1910)
roof structure.




8. Significance Survey No.  (UO~(95

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
— prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric ___ community planning ____ landscape architecture ____ religion
1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —_ conservation — law —_ science
1500-1599 ___ agriculture —_economics — literature — sculpture
—_1600-1699 X __ architecture ____ education — military ___social/
——1700-1799 ___art — engineering — music humanitarian
_X 1800-1899 __ commerce — exploration/settiement ___ philosophy __theater
— 1900~ ____ communications — industry —_ politics/government ____ transportation
___invention ____ other (specify)
Specific dates Builder/Architect
check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _C _D
and/or
Applicable Bsception: A B _C - D . B _F .G
Level of Significance: _ national _ state X local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of sighificance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Cantwell house is in one building a statement of the two
major building periods in Berlin's history, specifically the early
nineteenth century with well-defined Federal design and the early
20th century four-square design which was so popular during the
rebuilding period following the Berlin fire of 1904. Older Berlin
residents remember the house being moved to the site probably in
the 1920's, but disagreement exists as to the location of the original
site. One possible original site is the Ettinger property further

Qrth on Main Street, another being on West Street. This property
rits further study.




9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. [JO-/15

10.- Geographlcal Data

Acreage of nominated property’' U Soilc ——
Quadrangfée name Quadrangle scale

UTM References 4o NOT complete UTM references

ALt Ly Lo la baald ¢ Ll e baks bay

Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
clad |l sl aa) Li-titaid D[_j_lllnlnllllull
El L |I|_y| L_l [ v Ly g S S S I TR TR o T T
T R e I R T mbg -0 op-depeg bedogd ¢ Ligyol

Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nametite Fage Hammond

Berlin Historic District Commission September, 1985

organization date

slieit & wiinbee 313 South Main Street T 301-641-0773
B ;

city or town erlin state MD 21811

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746
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Millicent Cantwell House

206 S. Main Street (MD 818), Berlin
Worcester County Tax Map 302, P. 1063
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WO-195
. Millicent Cantwell House
206 S. Main St.
Berlin
Berlin Quad.
Worcester County
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